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TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATION 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE:  NCUTCD Regulatory/Warning Signs Technical Committee

DATE OF ACTION: (TASK FORCE)   12-2-07, revised 12-10-07, Revised 12-9-08, Revised 12-22-08
RWSTC APPROVAL DATE:

TRANSMITTAL TO SPONSORS DATE:

COUNCIL APPROVAL DATE:

TOPIC:  Synthesis of Signs,  STOP FOR SCHOOL BUSES, SSR 38

AFFECTED PORTIONS OF MUTCD: Section 7B.10, Figure 7B-1, and Table 7B-1 (2003 MUTCD)

DISCUSSION: 

The Synthesis of Non-MUTCD Signing (by FHWA) identified seventy-four signs or categories of signs that are not in the MUTCD but were in common use by various States, local governments and Canada.  The Synthesis of Non-MUTCD Signing recommended that these signs be considered for inclusion in the MUTCD.  Forty two (42) of these signs were Regulatory Signs.  The Regulatory and Warning Sign Technical Committee (RWSTC) reviewed 10 of these signs in June 2006 and 10 in January 2007.  The remaining 22 signs were reviewed by RWSTC for merit at the June 2007 meeting; and of these, the task force was charged with providing new language to the MUTCD for 6 of the 22 for consideration by RWSTC at the January 2008 meeting.   The Stop for School Buses sign is one of these 6 under consideration.

· SSR-38 STOP FOR SCHOOL BUSES

[image: image2.png]



 [image: image3.png]STATE LAW

STOP FOR SCHOOL BUS

WHEN
RED LIGHTS FLASHING




 [image: image4.png]e A<




[image: image5.png]STOP
S@H@@L BUS

FLASHING
RED LIGHTS





Recommended design S5-XX

At least 22 States use signs to remind road users of the State law requirement to stop for school buses loading or unloading children. The legends used on these signs vary widely. The action messages include Stop for , Stop When”, “Stop While”, and Unlawful to Pass. The condition for which a stop is required may be termed “Stopped School Bus”, “School Bus Stops”, “School Bus Loading”, and “School Buses Stopped to Load or Unload”. In some States, the stop is required when the school bus “Red Lights Flash”, “Flashing Red Lights “Red Lights Flashing”, “Signals Flash Red”, or “Signals Are in Operation”.

Recommendation: Add a sign with legend, stating, “Stop for School Bus Flashing Red Lights, state law” 

This sign provides a regulatory aspect to school bus stops.  This sign is often used on sections of roadway where the terrain is rolling or curved which would require a multitude of SCHOOL BUS STOP AHEAD signs.   In lieu of signing every school bus stop that doesn't meet the criteria for sight distance, the option presents itself with this regulatory sign as a reminder to tell the driver that a particular section of roadway has school buses on it and that the driver must stop for red flashing lights.  

Since the sign relates to school buses, and the warning sign (S3-1) is already contained in Part 7 of the MUTCD, the regulatory sign similar to the S3-1 should be in Part 7, Section 7B.10.

RECOMMENDATION:  Add a S5-XX regulatory sign to Section 7B.10 to provide for a regulation sign to provide for sections of roadway where the warning sign (S3-1) would be overused.  Add sign to figure 7B-1 and table 7B-1.

Note:  Proposed changes to the MUTCD are shown in underline red and removed text are shown in strikethrough red. 

RECOMMENDED WORDING:

Section 7B.10 SCHOOL BUS STOP AHEAD Sign (S3-1, S5-XX)  (2003 MUTCD)

Guidance:

The SCHOOL BUS STOP AHEAD (S3-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1) should be installed in advance of locations where a school bus, when stopped to pick up or discharge passengers, is not visible to road users for a distance of 150 m (500 ft) in advance and where there is no opportunity to relocate the bus stop to provide 150 m (500 ft) of visibility.

Option:


A STOP FOR SCHOOL BUS FLASHING RED LIGHTS (S5-XX) sign may be used to remind drivers of the requirement to stop for school buses when the flashing red lights on the school bus are in operation.
Support:


A STOP FOR SCHOOL BUS FLASHING RED LIGHTS (S5-XX) is typically used for sections of roadway that have multiple school bus stops where sight restriction is predominant at the majority of the stops or where special regulatory emphasis is needed.  The sign applies to school buses on the same roadway where the sign is installed. 

Figure 7B-1 – Add S5-XX , STOP FOR SCHOOL BUS FLASHING RED LIGHTS as shown above.

Table 7B-1 – add S5-XX as shown above.

R/WS TC to Sponsors, 2009-01-07

VOTE: 
For:
18


Opposed:
1


Abstentions:
1

u: ssr-38, stop for school buses  12-2-07,revised 12-10-07, revised 12-9-08, revised 12-22-08
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