NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES
Sponsor Response Form

Reasons for Partial or Non-Concurrence 
Sponsoring Organization:
GGBHTD for IBTTA

Name of Responder:

Maurice Palumbo

Recommendation Number:
RWSTC Item No. 1 (Partial Concurrence)

Reasons for Partial or Non-Concurrence (attach sheet if necessary):

1. Section 2C.XX WATCH FOR STOPPED TRAFFIC 
The proposal to include an optional WATCH FOR STOPPED TRAFFIC warning sign in the MUTCD is valid.


The Recommendation notes several reasons for unexpected  “stopped traffic.” However, the Recommendation states this sign may be applied “to warn of stopped traffic at unexpected locations, regardless of what types of vehicles are stopped and regardless of whether they are turning or not” (underline added).

Warning signs for turning heavy vehicles are installed for safety considerations, since their presence may be an unexpected condition and do not necessarily create a “stopped traffic” condition—particularly in park, rural or low-volume roads. In these circumstances a “WATCH FOR STOPPED TRAFFIC” warning sign would not be the appropriate message for the motorist. The proposed sign will not eliminate the need for specific warning signs pertaining to turning heavy vehicles.

Therefore, it is recommended RWSTC consider standardizing warning signs specific to turning heavy vehicles.

2. The Recommendation presents a 3-line and a 4-line version of the proposed sign (see below).
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The lettering height for the top line of the 3-line version appears smaller and therefore more difficult to read than the 4-line version.  The Recommendation notes a preference for the 3-line version without justification.

Synthesis of Non-MUTCD Signing notes the international “congested traffic” symbol sign and recommends research for its application in the MUTCD.  This Recommendation neither acknowledges this international symbol, nor suggests research to evaluate its use in a future edition of the MUTCD.

Therefore, it is recommended RWSTC:
(a) justify its preference for the 3-line version of this proposed sign, and
(b) recommend research for use of the international symbol in a future sign.

