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We concur with the introduction of “Stop For School Bus Flashing Red Lights (S5-XX)” sign.   However, we recommend deletion of the portion of the statement in the “Option” Section which indicates that the sign is typically used for sections of roadway that have multiple school bus stops where sight restriction is predominant at the majority of stops.

As noted in the discussion, 22 states use the sign to remind drivers of their responsibilities where approaching school buses with lights flashing.  However, the use of the sign should be limited to that purpose.  While the problem of multiple stops with limited sight distance is a significant problem as noted, an additional alternative sign such as the “School Bus Stop Ahead” signs with a supplemental warning plaque which defines a length of the roadway affected would be far preferable to a sign such as this which gives the driver no indication of the condition on the roadway with limited sight distance being approached.  The “Stop For School Bus Flashing Red Lights” could then be dedicated to areas where a particular need to emphasize these requirements exists.
We therefore recommend the following change to the proposed “Support” section on lines 84 through 88:

Support:


A STOP FOR SCHOOL BUS FLASHING RED LIGHTS (S5-XX) is typically used for sections of roadway that have multiple school bus stops where sight restriction is predominant at the majority of the stops or where special regulatory emphasis is needed.  The sign applies to school buses on the same roadway where the sign is installed. 

