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Section 6.6 of the NCUTCD Bylaws defines principles and procedures to be followed by NCUTCD in generating recommendations on proposed changes or revisions in standards relating to the MUTCD or other accepted national standards.  Generally, this procedure involves:

· Consideration of proposed changes by NCUTCD Technical Committee(s)

· Development of specific recommendations by Technical Committee(s).
· Review of these proposals by the Sponsoring Organizations and submission of comments by the Sponsoring Organizations.

· Review of the Sponsoring Organizations comments by the Technical Committee(s) and development of final recommendations.

· Presentation of the Technical Committee(s) final recommendations to the NCUTCD Council and a vote by the Council to approve the final NCUTCD recommendations.

· Transmitting of the NCUTCD official recommendations to the Federal Docket, FHWA or other appropriate government agency. 

Occasionally, when FHWA solicits input on possible changes to the MUTCD via notices published in the Federal Register, the due date for comment may not allow for the complete review procedure as outlined above.  For instance, the publication date and comment due date may not allow time for Sponsoring Organization review and comment.   In these instances, Section 6.6 (6) of the Bylaws describes possible abbreviated procedures.   The attached flow charts have been developed to show the procedure to be followed when various time periods are available. 

[image: image1.emf]FLOWCHART 1     PROCESSING OF TECHNICAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS   -   NORMAL   PROCESS  

Technical  Committee  develops a  recommen - dation at a  National  Committee  meeting   Transmit  Recom - mendation  to FHWA   Send  Technical  Committee  Recommen - dation to  Sponsors for  comment   Forward   Sponsor  comments to  Technical  Committees  and Voting  Members   Technical  Committees  review  Sponsor  comments at  a National  Committee  meeting   Action  by Full  Council   Receive  Sponsor  comments   Issue included on  Technical  Committee  agenda and  transmitted to  Technical  Committee  members  

20   days  mini mum     45     days           minimum   20  days  minimum  

 

 


 
[image: image2.emf]FLOWCHART 2  -  DEVELOPMENT OF RESPONSES TO  FEDERAL REGISTER NPAs   -   NPA PUBLISHED 74 TO 95  DAYS PRIOR TO NC MEETING AND COMMENTS DUE TO DOCKET SUBSEQUENT TO NC MEETING  

                                        Notice of  Proposed  Amendment  issued  in  Federal  Register     Case   A       Item on which  NC has already  taken final    action    

Case   B     Item which  Technical  Committee has  debated and  has made a  Recommen - dation  

Ca se   C     Item which has  not been  debated by a  Technical  Committee   and / or no  recommen - dation made by  a Technical  Committee    

A 2    FHWA  proposal  varies from  NC  Recommen - dation  

                                        Transmit  Recom - mendation  to Federal  Register  Docket   A 1     FHWA proposal  matches NC Recommendation   No further action  require d by NC  

Between Oct.  1 and Oct. 21  (March 18  and April 7)  

Send  FHWA  and NC  proposals  to  Sponsors  for  comment   Receive  Sponsor  comments   Circulate  Sponsor   comments to  Technical  Committees  and  Voting  Members   Technical  Committees  review  Sponsor  comments   &  make  recommendat ions   Action  by Full  Council  

Send FHWA  proposal and  Technical  Committee  Recommen - dation to  Sponsors for  comment   Circulate  Sponsor   comments to  Technical  Committees  and Voting  Members   Technical  Committees  review  Sponsor  comments   &  make  recommendat ions   Action  by Full  Council   Receive  Sponsor  commen ts  

Send  FHWA  proposal  to  Sponsors  for  comment   Receive  Sponsor  comments  

Send FHWA  proposal to  Technical  Committees   Forward   sponsor  comments to  Technical  Committees    Technical  Committees   review Sponsor  comments and  make  recommendation   Action  by Full  Council  

 October 26     (April 12)   December 11   (May 28)   January 4   (June 21)    January 5    (June 22)   ~ Jan. 25   (~ July 12)   Dec. 10   (May 27)  

                                                                                                Example dates assume National Committee meeting begins on January 3 (or June 20)  



[image: image3.emf]FLOWCHART 3  -  BACKUP PROCESS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF RESPONSES TO FEDERAL REGISTER NPAs   -   NPA PUBLISHED LESS   THAN 74 DAYS PRIOR TO AN NC MEETING BUT AT LEAST 24 DAYS BEFORE    AN NC MEETING AND COMMENTS DUE TO DOCKET SUBSEQUENT TO NC MEETIN G        

                                        Notice of  Proposed  Amendment   issued in  Federal  Register     Case   D       Item on which  NC has already  taken final    action    

Case    E     Item which  Technical  Committee has  debated and  has made a  Recommen - dati on  

Case   F     Item which has  not been  debated by a  Technical  Committee   and / or no  recommen - dation made by  a Technical  Committee    

D 2    FHWA  proposal  varies from  NC Recom - mendation  

            Transmit    Recom - mendation  to Federal  Register  Docket        Transmit  Recom - mendation  to  Sponsors  for their  information       Encourage  Sponsors  to comment  directly to  Federal  Register  Docket  

D 1     FHW A proposal  matches NC Recommendation   No further action  required by NC  

Send FHWA and NC proposals to Technical  Committees for comment  

Technical  Committees  review FHWA  proposal at  NC meeting  and make a  recommen - dation   Action by  Full  Council  at NC  meeting   Notify spo nsors about NPA.  Send FHWA and NC  proposals to Sponsors.  Advise sponsors that NC  will be voting as representatives.  Encourage  Sponsors to comment directly to Federal Register  Docket.    

Transmit  Recom - mendation  to Federal  Register   Docket  

Notify sponsors about NPA.  Send FHWA propo - sal and Technical Committee Recommendation to  Sponsors.  Advise sponsors that NC will be voting  as representatives.  Encourage Sponsors to  comment direct ly to Federal Register Docket.      

Send FHWA proposal to Technical Committees for  comment    

Technical  Committees  review FHWA  proposal at  NC meeting  and make a  recommen - dation     Action by  Full  Council  at NC  meeting  

Notify sponsors about NPA.  Send FHWA  proposal to Sponsor s.  Advise sponsors that NC  will be voting as representatives.  Encourage  Sponsors to comment directly to Federal Register  Docket.  

Send FHWA proposal to Technical Committees for  comment  

Technical  Committees  review FHWA  proposal at  NC meeting  and make a  recommen - dation     Action by  Full  Council  at NC  meeting    

Between Oct. 22  and Dec. 10 (or  between April 8  and May 27)  

Within 4 days after Federal Register publication   January 4   (June 21)   January 5   (June 22)   ~ Jan. 25   (~ July 12)  

                                                                                         Example dates assume National Commi ttee meeting begins on January  3 ( or June 20)  



[image: image4.emf]FLOWCHART 4  -  BACKUP PROCESS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF RESPONSES TO FEDERAL REGISTER NPAs   -   NPA PUBLISHED:  A) LESS THAN  24 DAYS PRIOR TO AN NC MEETING OR AFTER AN NC MEETING;  AND B) COMMENTS DUE TO DOCKET PRIOR TO A SUB SEQUENT NC MEETING  

                                        Notice of  Proposed  Amendment  issued  in  Federal  Register     Case   G       Item on which  NC has already  taken final    action    

Case    H     Item which  Technical  Committee has  debated and  has made a  Recommen - dation  

Case   I     Item which has  not been  debated by a  Technical  Committee   and / or no  recommen - dation made by  a Technical  Committee    

G 2    FHWA  prop osal  varies from  NC Recom - mendation  

              Transmit  Recom - mendation  to Federal  Register  Docket        Transmit  Recom - mendation  to   Sponsors  for their  information       Encourage  Sponsors  to comment  directly to  Federal  Register  Docket  

G 1     FHWA proposal  matches NC Recommendation   No further action  required by NC  

Send FHWA and NC proposals to Technical  Committees for comment. Utilize electronic  distributi on when needed.  

Technical  Committees  review FHWA  propos al and  make a  recommen - dation by mail  ballot or elec - tronic ballot                             *   Action by  Full  Council  by mail  ballot or  electronic  ballot              *   Notify sponsors about NPA.  Send FHWA and NC  proposals to Sponsors.  Advise sponsors that NC  will be voting as representatives.  Encourage  Sponsors to comment directly to Federal Register  Docket.    

Transmit  Recom - mendation  to Federal  Register   Docket  

FHWA  proposal  varies from  Technical  Committee  Recom - mendation     Notify sponsors about NPA.  Send FHWA pro - posal and Technical Committee Recommendation  to Sponsors.  Advise sponsors that NC will be  voting as representatives.  Encourage Sponsors to  comment.   directly to Federal Register Docket.      

Send FHWA proposal to Technical Committees for  comment. Utilize electronic distr ibution when  needed.      

Technical  Committees  review FHWA  proposal and  make a  recommen - dation by mail  ballot or elec -   tronic ballot  *   Action by  Full  Council  by mail  ballot or  electronic  ballot                   *  

Notify sponsors about NPA.  Send FHWA  proposal to Sponsors.  Advise sponsors that  NC  will be voting as representatives.  Encourage  Sponsors to comment directly to Federal Register  Docket.  

  Send FHWA proposal to Technical Committees for  comment. Utilize electronic distribution when  needed.    

Technical  Committees  review FHWA  proposal and  make a  recommen - dation by mail  ballot or  electronic  ballot                    *     Action by  Full  Council  by mail  ballot or  electronic  ballot                           *    

*   Utilize a listserve for electronic discussion   or  conference call    prior to vote  


































































































































































































































































































