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Reasons for Partial or Non-Concurrence 

Sponsoring Organization: ITE
Name of Responder: Jonathan Upchurch
Recommendation Number: RW No. 2
Reasons for __ Partial or _X_ Non-Concurrence (attach sheet if necessary):
The motivation to consider this change was the revised definition of a “Standard” in the 2009 MUTCD.  Now that FHWA has acted to change the definition of a Standard, is this proposed change no longer needed?
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Reasons for Partial or Non-Concurrence 

Sponsoring Organization: ITE

Name of Responder: Jonathan Upchurch
Recommendation Number: RW No. 1
Reasons for _X_ Partial or __ Non-Concurrence (attach sheet if necessary):

Figure 2A-5A shows the four Combination Lane-Use / Destination Overhead Guide Signs and labels them with a double asterisk.  The note for the double asterisk then states:  “Optional”.  The word “Optional” could be interpreted by the user of the MUTCD in three different ways:

A. “Optional” means that use of overhead signing is optional (as opposed to being required or recommended).

B. “Optional” means that use of the Combination Lane Use / Destination Overhead Guide Sign (D-15-a) design is an option (an alternative) to the use of Intersection Lane Control Signs (R3-5, R3-6, R3-7)

C. “Optional” means that use of the Combination Lane Use / Destination Overhead Guide Sign (D-15-a) design is an option (an alternative) to the use of separate Intersection Lane Control Signs (R3-5, R3-6, R3-7) and separate guide signs.

My suspicion is that the intent of the RW Committee is A.  If this is the case, it is suggested that the note for the double asterisk read as follows:

** Use of overhead signing is optional when none of the through lanes become mandatory turn lanes.  See 2B.19(04).

_______________________
Figure 2A-5B shows the four Combination Lane-Use / Destination Overhead Guide Signs and labels them with a double asterisk.  The note for the double asterisk then states:  “Guidance”.  The word “Guidance” could be interpreted by the user of the MUTCD in three different ways:

A. “Guidance” means that use of overhead signing is recommended.  

B. “Guidance” means that use of the Combination Lane Use / Destination Overhead Guide Sign (D-15-a) design is recommended over the use of Intersection Lane Control Signs (R3-5, R3-6, R3-7).  (This interpretation would be contrary to 2D.33(01)).

C.  “Guidance” means that use of the Combination Lane Use / Destination Overhead Guide Sign (D-15-a) design is recommended over the use of separate Intersection Lane Control Signs (R3-5, R3-6, R3-7) and separate guide signs. (This interpretation would also be contrary to 2D.33(01)).

My suspicion is that the intent of the RW Committee is A.  If this is the case, it is suggested that the note for the double asterisk read as follows:

** Use of overhead signing is recommended when one or more through lanes becomes a  mandatory turn lane  See 2B.19(04).

____________________________

Both Figures 2A-5A and 2A-5B show dimensions of 200 feet from the intersection to the overhead guide signs and 200 feet from the overhead guide signs to the post-mounted Advance Intersection Lane Control sign and labels those dimensions with 5 asterisks.  The note for the 5 asterisks then states:  “See Section 2A.11 for spacing distance based on speed.”  

Section 2A-11 in the 2009 MUTCD is entitled “Dimensions”, so this appears to be an incorrect reference.  What is the correct Section to refer to?

The total distance of 400 feet from the intersection to the Advance Intersection Lane Control sign contradicts the language in Section 2B.22(03) which states that the sign should be placed either in advance of the tapers or at the beginning of the turn lane.  Thus, the distance is not 400 feet, but is dependent upon the length of the turn lane and the length of the taper.  Perhaps the solution is to have a six asterisk note which reads: “For location of Advanced Intersection Lane Control sign, see Section 2B.22(03).”

